PURPOSES OF THE WILLIAMSON ACT

AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION
Section 51220(a):

...the preservation of a maximum amount of the
limited supply of agricultural land is necessary to the
conservation of the state’s economic resources, and is
necessary not only to the maintenance of the agricuitural
economy of the state, but aiso for the assurance of
adequate, heaithful and nutritious food for future residents
of this state and nation. (emphasis added)

EFFICIENT URBAN GROWTH PATTERNS

Section 51220(c):

... the discouragement of premature and unnecessary
conversion of agricultural land to urban uses is a matter of
public interest and will be of benefit to urban dwellers
themselves in that it will discourage discontiguous urban
development patterns which unnecessarily increase the
costs of communily services to community residents.

OPEN SPACE

Sections 51220(d) and (e):

...in a rapidly urbanizing society agricuitural lands
have a definite public value as open space, and the
preservation in agricultural production of such lands, the
use of which may be limited under the provisions of this
chapter, constitutes an important physical, social, esthetic
and economic asset to existing or pending urban or
metropolitan developments.




ATTRIBUTES OF THE WILLIAMSON ACT

STATE AGRICULTURAL LANb CONSERVATION PF{OGR-AM
ADMINISTRATED LOCALLY BY PARTICIPATING COUNTIES
VOLUNTARY FOR .LOCI-.\.:L GOVERNMENT AND LANDOWNERS
COUNTIES ESTABLISH RULES WITHIN LIMITS OF ACT
COUNTIES.DESIGNATE GENERAL PLAN AG PRESERVE ZONES

COUNTIES OFFER 10-YEAR CONTRACTS TO LANDOWNERS
~ WITHIN AG PRESERVE. ZONES

LANDOWNERS KEEP LAND IN AG AND OPEN SPACE USES

COUNTIES TAX LAND ACCORDING TO AG USE VALUE




TO ENTER THE WILLIAMSON ACT

PARCEL SIZE: PARCELS MUST BE OF SIZE TO SUPPORT

COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE
- 10 ACRES FOR PRIME;

- 40 ACRES FOR NON PRIME

COMPATIBLE USE: USE OF LAND MUST BE COMPATIBLE
WITH AGRICULTURE ..

TO LEAVE THE WILLIAMSON ACT

CONTRACT NONRENEWAL.:
- COUNTY OR LANDOWNER MUST INITIATE
- NINE-YEAR WIND DOWN

-~ OTHERWISE CONTRACT AUTOMATICALLY RENEWS EACH
YEAR

CONTRACT CANCELLATION:

- LANDOWNER INITIATED

- FOR EXTRAORDINARY PURPOSES ONLY

- COUNTY‘ MUS"I' MAKE STRICT FINDINGS TO APPROVE

- LANDOWNER MUST PAY STIFF CANCELLATION PENALTIES
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Figure 1
WILLIAMSON ACT ACREAGE IN RELATION TO MAJOR

USES OF CALIFORNIA LAND, 1988
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- Williamson Act acreage is
15.5% of all land in California
30.4% of all private land in California
50.7% of all agricultural land.



Figure 3
WILLIAMSON ACT ACREAGE IN INDIVIDUAL COUNTIES, 1987-88

(in thousands) ’ Total Willlamson Act Acreage
as a Percent of
Private Total
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Mguré 4
WILLIAMSON ACT ACREAGE OVER THE YEARS

(millions)
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NOTE: The decrease in enrolled acreage in 1982-83 resulted
from the shift of approximately one million acres from the

Williamson Act to Timber Preserve Zones.
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- acreage added

acreage removed (does
not include transfers to
Timber Preserve Zones)

15.1 5 15.4 15.5




Total Wllllamson Act Nonrenewals, Cancellatlons, and Additions
Five Year Trend
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Williamson Act
Nonrenewal Acres by Region,

1990-91
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